duly 27, 1949.

Dear Bernie,

Thaaks for ths d2tails on broth vs. plate recombination. After examining
then, I wuld conclnde that the disorepanc in our reeults is that you get
relatively few prototrophs on the plates. Perhaps your ager 1s too clean! In
ancther connection, Cavalli has compared the two methods, and agrees with my
rasudlia. |

I dea't think that T am soing to do \anyt.hihg on this angle, becanse Cavalli
(41 Fisher's leb ot Cambridge) has discovered a derivative of 58161 which gives
very hirh efficicncies of vecombination (neerly 1008, discounting microcolonies).
In fact, I hrye beet shle o £ird nlmost JOF of fermentative recombinants by

{groven tooother)
plating cell mixtures ocut on cormplete ™8 agar. This is the moat important lead
yot on the nature of the zygots, nnd it should soon be posaible for Cavalll to
find the fustons méerogconically.

Gordon Allen iz due to come here Yondey next, and wasn't too dafinite about
how long he sxpected to remain. He has szome rathar ontimistisr idaas on how quickly
he can get through his experiments, but I an loakine forward to talking with him,
It's hot as can behere, and you can imagine how much Esther and I would prefer to
spend the summor a% oome @ool, dull place like PG}

Sincerely,



